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Centennial of the
Diocese of Lafayette

Throughout the year of 2018, we, as Catholics of
the Diocese of Lafayette will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary of God working in our midst
forming us into a unique and unified people of
faith. In this historic year, there will be many
events throughout the Diocese and Bishop
Deshotel and the Centennial Committee invite and
encourage you to attend as many events as possible. These events will help us to reflect
upon our past and present in order to
better understand how God is
leading us into the future.

though there have been many tests, the existence
of our diocese shows that there has been a love of
God and neighbor by God’s People throughout
our history.
We would like to present to you a few events and
dates of the year so that you can begin planning
and preparing. All information for the Centennial
can be found in greater detail on the Diocese of
Lafayette Website through the Centennial link.

As the initial promulgation for a new diocese to be
created in Lafayette by Pope Benedict XV
came from Rome dated January 11,
1918, so our anniversary year will
begin with an opening Mass at
St. Martin de Tours Church in
St. Martinville on January 11,
This anniversary year is a
2018 at 6:30pm. While all
unique and special time for
clergy, religious and laity of
us to reflect upon how the
the South Deanery are
people of our diocese have
especially encouraged to
attend,
all clergy, religious
come together from many
and laity of the whole Diocontinents and cultures in
cese are invited to attend our
various circumstances and in
opening Mass of the Cententhese 100 years, there have
nial Year with Bishop Deshotel.
been tough times and joyous
There will also be a Mass in the
times, times of poverty and sufferNorth Deanery of the Diocese at St.
ing, and times of great growth. Through
Landry Church in Opelousas on March
Centennial Logo
it all, God has always been with us, His
23, 2018 at 6:30pm and a Mass in the West
People. As the Israelites encountered so much in
Deanery at St. Mary Magdelen in Abbeville on
April 13, 2018 at 6:30pm. All clergy, religious and
the Old Testament, one can easily understand that
laity are invited to attend these Mass with Bishop
God is also progressing us into His vision and
Deshotel.
goal. And just as it wasn’t always easy for the
Israelites, so for us too, but together we strive to
Throughout the Year of 2018, Pope Francis has
offer God our faithfulness so that we can be the
granted a plenary indulgence to all who visit our
Church He needs and calls us to be.
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist and pray the
This anniversary year is being called a Century of
Love because God has always loved us and even

Centennial Prayer. All other requirements for an
indulgence are necessary (can be found on the
Centennial Webpage).
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Each church parish will celebrate their establishment to enhance the reality that each church
makes up and is a vital part of the Diocese of
Lafayette. Dates and activities can be found on
the Centennial Webpage. In the parish that you
received sacraments, all are invited to go back to
those churches and take part in their Centennial
Anniversary Parish Activities because you help
make up part of the sacramental life and history of
that parish. We ask all of you to look up the dates
and times of the activities occurring in those
parishes where you made a sacrament (baptism,
confirmation, marriage, etc.) and plan to go back
and attend the celebration in those parishes so
that in this historic year, all can reconnect with
their spiritual roots.

A Closing Mass of the Centennial Year will be at
the Cajundome Convention Center in Lafayette.
At this Mass, there will be a Historic Memorabilia
Walk, Video and a reception following the Mass.
This Mass will be a grand affair that celebrates our
diversity and unity as Catholics in the Diocese of
Lafayette. We will honor our past and present with
an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to God’s
Call as individuals and as a Diocese. All Catholics
throughout the Diocese are invited and encouraged to come together for this Historic Mass.

Some of the other events are as follows:
(Details can be found on the Centennial Webpage
on the Diocese of Lafayette Website)

• Centennial Yard Signs
• Centennial Commemorative 3 Coin
Collection in case
• Centennial Commemorative Bronze Coin in case
• Commemorative Paperweight Coin
• Centennial Diocesan History

• Pro – Life Centennial Walk and Rose Dinner –
January 19 & 20, 2018

Also there are Centennial items for sale. Details
and prices can be found on the webpage -

• Centennial Bible Marathon – April 4-8, 2018 in
St. Martinville Square, St. Martinville
• National Family Life Convention –
July 13-18, 2018
• Fete du Dieu Vermilion – August 15, 2018
• Centennial Pilgrimage to Canada – August 27 –
September 5, 2018 (contact Magnificat Travel for
information and reservations)
• Youth Rally and Adoration – October 27, 2018 at
Parc International in Lafayette

Commemorative 3” paperweight coin

We look forward to celebrating this
Century of Love Centennial Year
with all of you!
Diocese of Lafayette 1918 - 2018
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The History of
Our Mother:

New Orleans and the
Church in Louisiana

of the Sacred Heart established the Academy of
the Sacred Heart in Grand Coteau. With just two
nuns and five pupils, formal education in the faith
began in Southwest Louisiana.
Also in 1821, as the population grew around the
Vermilion River, a new parish was formed in Vermilionville (now Lafayette). Jean Mouton Sr.
donated land for St. John the Evangelist Church to
be built near a massive oak.

After 200 years under French or Spanish control,
Louisiana became a territory of the United States
with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Suddenly, the
local Church found itself without the financial support and resources from a Catholic-friendly government. In 1812, LouisiAs new churches
ana became the
slowly began to
18th State to join the
form, the Diocese
United
States.
of Louisiana and
Statehood coincided
the Two Floridas
with a new leader of
began a much
the Church in Louisineeded downsizana,
Louising. In the midGuillaume Dubourg
1820s the diocese
was
appointed
was reduced in
Bishop of the Diosize to the form of
Cathedral Oak
cese of Louisiana
the newly minted
and the Two Floridas in 1815. This massive diocese
State of Louisiana, with New Orleans continuincluded most of the Louisiana Territory and
ing to serve as the seat of the bishop. This downstretched eastward to cover all of Florida.
sizing allowed the bishop to focus his energies on
Dubourg’s vision and effort began in Europe where
the needs of his Louisiana Catholics.
he recruited priests from France and Italy to serve
in the mission field of his diocese.
In 1836, the Bishop of New Orleans was able to
As the population in Louisiana grew, the third
church in southwest Louisiana was established at
Grand Coteau in 1819. Two years later, Bishop
Dubourg was able to convince religious sisters to
create a school for girls in the region. The Religious

recruit the Society of Jesus to move to Grand
Coteau. Eight French Jesuits arrived to oversee
St. Charles Borromeo Parish as well as form St.
Charles College. Within just two short years,
enrollment at the school topped one hundred
pupils. As education blossomed in Grand Coteau,
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new parishes were formed along the Bayou Teche.
In less than twenty years, five new parishes would
be formed along the bayou in New Iberia (1838),
Charenton (1843), Breaux Bridge (1847), Franklin
(1852), and Arnaudville (1854).
New
parishes were also
formed in Abbeville
(1851), Washington
(1854), Ville Platte
(1854) and Youngsville (1859) before
the Civil War began
in 1861. This parish
growth
corresponded with the
growth of the population of Louisiana
which more than
tripled
in
size
between 1830-1860.

new parishes erected in Southwest Louisiana. The
1880’s saw a new wave of German immigrants
move into the prairies west of Lafayette. Their success in growing rice on high land allowed for more
settlers to move further
west.

As the end of the 19th
Century neared, the
Church in Southwest
Louisiana continued to
grow.
44 parishes
were led by mostly
foreign clergy, recruited
to work in the mission
fields of rural Louisiana. As the faith grew
across Louisiana, it
was at this time that the
Archbishop began to
set in motion the idea
Early Louisiana Map
of creating a new
One hundred years after the creation of the first diocese in South Louisiana. Just as the ArchdioChurch parish in Southwest Louisiana, thirteen cese of New Orleans was born from Quebec and
parishes cared for the pastoral needs of the people Havana, soon, a daughter would be born from the
and the faith continued to grow. In 1869, the first nurturing of New Orleans.
parish west of the Mermentau River was established at Lake Charles. The area, which had been
overseen by the pastor of Abbeville, was now a
parish with a territory of 4,000 square miles. Over
100 years later, this parish would become the
Cathedral of the Diocese of Lake Charles.
Despite economic difficulties, the decades following
the Civil War were a period of great growth with 31

Centennial Lapel Pin
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Sub Tuum Praesidium:

A Diocese is Born

As the First World War broke out in 1914, the conversation about the creation of a new diocese in
southwest Louisiana had already begun. At the
time the Diocese of New Orleans consisted of the
entire southern half of the state of Louisiana. The
Diocese of Natchitoches was erected in 1853 to
care for the northern half of the state. The need for
a new diocese in the state was great, but the Diocese of New Orleans
was in debt during the
decades
surrounding
the turn of the century.
After the debt was paid
off in 1905, the conversation could begin for a
new diocese to be
formed.
In 1917, the bishops of
the region sent a letter to

Msgr. William Joseph Teurlings

the Holy Father proclaiming that “there was unanimity among the Bishops in presenting the request
for a new diocese to Your Excellency.” The new
diocese was to consist of the western part of the
Archdiocese of New Orleans, from the Atchafalaya
River to the Sabine River, with the northern boundary being the Diocese of Alexandria. The total
number of Catholics in the new diocese was around
150,000 or 25% of the Catholics within the Archdiocese of New Orleans. It was suggested that the

new diocese should have its seat in the city of Lafayette which had a population of 7,500 Catholics.
As Lafayette was experiencing a time of growth, Fr.
William Teurlings, a Dutch priest who was recruited
and came to Louisiana at a mere twenty-three
years old, was named pastor of St. John’s in 1906.
There he oversaw the creation of a new parish for
blacks in 1911 – St. Paul’s. After its completion, he
sought to build a much larger St. John’s. With
some difficulty, a new
Church was completed
in 1916.
In April of 1917, Archbishop Blenk of New
Orleans passed away.
In his will, Blenk chose
that the Administrator of
the Archdiocese should
be a young priest who
served as his ChancelBishop Jules B. Jeanmard
lor and Secretary. Fr. Jules B. Jeanmard, a native
of Breaux Bridge, assumed the responsibilities of
overseeing the Archdiocese as New Orleans
waited for the Holy Father to appoint a new Arch-

bishop. As the War continued in Europe, a replace-

ment was not quickly named. And so it was the 37
year old Jeanmard, in his role as Administrator of

the Archdiocese, who received the news from
Rome on January 11, 1918 that a new Diocese was
to be created with its seat in Lafayette.
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Fr. Jeanmard wrote with great joy to Fr. Teurlings of
the news that his newly built church was chosen to
be the Cathedral of the new diocese. As a bishop
for the new diocese was not yet named, Fr. Jeanmard wrote to Fr. Teurlings:
“The new See will have a
Cathedral truly worthy of itself,
thanks to your self-sacrificing
and heroic efforts, so generously seconded by your faithful
and devoted flock. I know there
is no wish nearer their hearts
than that the Holy See may see
fit to recognize the worth and
work of their beloved pastor by
making him the first Bishop of
this new Diocese. That their
wish may be realized is the
fervent and sincere prayer of,
Yours, as ever, In Christ, Jules
B. Jeanmard.”

Bishop Jeanmard chose “Sub Tuum Praesidium”
(Under Thy Protection) as his Episcopal Motto. The
phrase is the first line of an ancient prayer to Our
Lady, which asks for her protection and help. Our
Lady, under the title of the
Immaculate Conception was
also chosen as the primary
patron of the new diocese.

Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
Little did anyone know that
Rome would select the young Jules B. Jeanmard to
become the bishop of the very place where he was
raised. At 38 years old, Jeanmard became the first
native of Louisiana to be made a bishop. He was
consecrated a bishop on December 8, 1918 at the
Cathedral of St. Louis in New Orleans. Four days
later, he was installed as the First Bishop of the Diocese of Lafayette on December 12 at the nowCathedral of St. John in Lafayette.

With Mary’s protection and a
homegrown bishop, the Diocese of Lafayette was
formed, with forty-eight
church parishes serving
around 153,000 Catholics,
to continue the work of
proclaiming the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in Acadiana.

Crest of the Diocese of Lafayette
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“Our Most Urgent Duty”

black parishes in Lake Charles, Opelousas, and
Crowley. He would go on to create 30 parishes
dedicated to ministry to African Americans during
the days of legalized segregation.
From the earliest days of the Diocese of Lafayette,
Bishop Jeanmard made ministry to African
Bishop Jules Jeanmard was particularly aware of
American Catholics a primary focus of his 37 years
the large number of black Catholics in the Diocese
as the Bishop of Lafayette. Once asked why he
who he felt were not receiving adequate pastoral
devoted so much time and effort towards black
care. Like Archbishops before him, Jeanmard
Catholics, he responded: “The reason of my interrecognized that
est is that which
black Catholics
should animate
were not allowed
every priest and
equal participation
Bishop, namely,
within the liturgithat these souls
cal or spiritual life
are redeemed by
of the parish. At
Jesus Christ, and
the time, Africanthat,
therefore,
Americans were
they have equal
relegated to infeclaim on our interrior seating in the
est and care.”
Church and were
In the midst of a
made to wait
Jim Crow envito receive comronment, Bishop
munion until after In 1934, four Divine Word Missionaries (SVD), Rev. Anthony Bourges, Rev.
Jeanmard
saw
Maurice
Rousseve,
Rev.
Francis
Wade
and
Rev.
Vincent
Smith
werewelwhite parishioners
the need to hold
comed by Bishop Jules Jeanmard as the first African American Priests to
had
received. serve in the Diocese of Lafayette.
up
the
basic
Black parishionChristian principle of the dignity of all people,
ers were also barred from joining most parish
regardless of the color of their skin. He took up the
organizations and groups. Jeanmard sought to
urgent task of keeping to the faith the large numcreate new church parishes for African Ameribers of black Catholics in the Diocese. In 1928,
cans as a way to allow them to no longer be
over 50% of all African American Catholics in the
treated as second-class Catholics. In his first
United States lived in Louisiana. Jeanmard estithree years as Bishop of Lafayette, he created
mated that the Diocese had between 50,000 and

Ministry to
Black Catholics
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was ordained as an auxiliary bishop in New Orle60,000 black Catholics in the 1930s.
ans. To date, there have been five other Black
In 1934, Bishop Jeanmard became the first
Bishops who were born and raised in
bishop in the US South to accept
the Diocese of Lafayette.
black priests into parish ministry. At
Bishop Jeanmard stood strong
the time, there were only two African
against the racism of his day. In
American priests in the entire country.
1955, tensions broke out in Erath
Four new black priests were to be
after the priest decided to teach
ordained in 1934. They were memcatechism with black and white
bers of the Society of the Divine Word
students sitting side-by-side rather
(SVD). Knowing the project would be
than segregated. There was an
delicate because of rampant racism,
outcry from many white parishioners,
Jeanmard worked carefully to create
and threats were made against the
a new parish in Lafayette for these
Bishop Jules B. Jeanmard
priest and any catechists who were
four men to serve. Immaculate Heart
willing to teach with him. One of those catechists
of Mary was established and these four priests
was physically assaulted by two women as she
became the first African American priests to sucwas on her way to the Church. Bishop Jeanmard
cessfully serve in parish ministry in the United
acted swiftly and issued the Church’s severest penStates. By 1941, there were ten black priests with
alty. The decree of excommunication was read the
the SVDs in the United States. Nine of them were
following Sunday, excommunicating those women
serving in the Diocese of Lafayette, and Bishop
involved in the assault. Within the week, the
Jeanmard was still the only southern bishop willing
women involved sought forgiveness and the
to receive black priests into parish ministry. In
excommunication was soon lifted. The incident
1952, Bishop Jeanmard became the first southern
made national news.
bishop to ordain an African American to the diocJeanmard’s actions would set the Diocese
esan priesthood when he ordained Fr. Louis
of Lafayette on a course of ministry which has born
LeDoux of Lake Charles.
great fruit. Still today, the Diocese of Lafayette
The Diocese of Lafayette has become a
takes pride in having the largest percentage of
seedbed of African American Bishops. The first
black Catholics in the country. And from 1918 to
African American Bishop of the modern era was
today, the contribution of African American CathoBishop Harold Perry, a native of Lake Charles.
lics has had an immense impact on the faith and
Ordained a priest in 1944, his first years of service
the history of the Diocese of Lafayette.
were spent in Lafayette at Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Later, he would become the founding pastor
of St. Joseph Church in Broussard. In 1965, he
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Powerhouses of Prayer:

bers of that community continue to serve the Academy of the Sacred Heart.
The first established presence of a male
religious community also began in Grand Coteau. In
Pope St. John Paul II wrote “the consecrated life has
1837, the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) was invited to
not only proved a help and support for the Church in
the area by Archbishop Anthony Blanc. The Jesuits
the past, but is also a precious and necessary gift for
operated St. Charles College for boys from
the present and future of the People of God, since it
1838-1922.The campus serves today as the Jesuit
is an intimate part of
Spirituality Center offerher life, her holiness
ing retreats in the
and her mission.” The
model of the spirituality
centennial
of
the
of St. Ignatius of
Diocese of Lafayette
Loyola.
allows us to marvel at
Many other
religious
the incredible witness
orders found their way
and support that so
to the Diocese of
many religious comLafayette because of
munities have given to
education.
In 1846,
the People of God here
the Sisters of Mount
in Acadiana.
Carmel were invited to
Academy of the Sacred Heart in Grand Coteau
The very beginning of the Church in Acadioperate a school for girls in Lafayette. Later, these
ana was possible because of the religious order
sisters would begin schools in New Iberia, Abbeville,
priests who came to serve. The first recorded sacand Rayne. The Brothers of Christian Schools (De
rament in the area was celebrated by a Benedictine
La Salle Christian Brothers) also had a long history
priest, and the French Capuchins (Franciscan) had
of invollvement in education in Lafayette and
a strong presence in the 1700s and 1800s. Many
beyond. The Sisters of the Most Holy Sacrament,
of these priests served in the missionary fields of
founded in France in 1851, began teaching in
southwest Louisiana. The first religious community
Breaux Bridge in 1892. The Most Holy Sacrament
to take root in the diocese was the Religious of the
Sisters worked in education and healthcare, offering
Sacred Heart. In 1821, a small group of sisters
services to the elderly in Lafayette.
were sent by St. Philippine Duchesne to open and
The Sisters of the Holy Family, an African
American religious order founded in New Orleans by
operate a school for girls in Grand Coteau called
Mother Henriette Delille, began serving in education
Sacred Heart. Now, almost 200 years later, mem-

Religious Life
in Acadiana
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as early as 1872 when they opened a school in Grand
Coteau. The Holy Family Sisters made many great
contributions to the Diocese, especially in their ministry at Holy Rosary Institute in Lafayette.
St. Katharine Drexel founded the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament in 1891. Her financial assistance played a major role in the creation of 24 rural
schools for African Americans in south Louisiana. Her
sisters were sent to
the Diocese of
Lafayette to
educate at many
of
these
schools
beginning in New
Iberia
with
St.
Edward’s School.
Upon
the
creation
of
the
Diocese of Lafayette, Bishop JeanSt. Katherine Drexel
mard immediately
sought to have a true heartbeat of prayer for the
Diocese in the form of a cloistered religious community dedicated solely to prayer. During his time as a
priest in New Orleans, Jeanmard served as Chaplain
to the Discalced Carmelites there. He extended the
invitation for them to open a new monastery in Lafayette as early as 1918, but they were unable to immediately respond to his call. Finally, in May of 1936, five
Sisters from the Carmelite community in New Orleans
traveled to Lafayette and established a new monastery under the title of Mary, Mother of Grace. The Carmelites remain a constant source of grace and prayer

for the Diocese of Lafayette.
The Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady
came to the Diocese in 1949, when they opened a
new hospital named Our Lady of Lourdes. These
Sisters have continued to serve in healthcare.
More recently, in 1986, Mother Teresa of Calcutta
opened a convent of the Missionaries of Charity in
Lafayette in service to the poor. In 1990, Bishop
Flynn invited the
Olivetan Benedictine
Monks to establish a
community in the
Diocese. Today, the
Mother
of
the
Redeemer Monastery is located near
Opelousas, where
monks continue the
Benedictine tradition
of work and prayer.
Mother Henriette Delille
Religious communities of priests have had a lasting impact on
the diocese as well. The Jesuits have served in
parish ministry since their arrival in 1837. The
Society of St. Joseph (Josephites), Divine Word
Missionaries (SVDs) and Holy Ghost Fathers
(Spiritans) were all invited into the Diocese of
Lafayette for ministry to black Catholics in the
early 1900s. Still to this day, they continue to offer
pastoral leadership in over twenty Church parishes in the Diocese of Lafayette.
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The Diocese Comes of Age:

Growth of the Church
As Jules Jeanmard was formally installed Bishop of
the Diocese of Lafayette on December 12, 1918, the
39-year-old Bishop wasted no
time in setting forth his vision
for growth. The most notable
expansion in the early years of
the Diocese of Lafayette was in
its number of parishes and
priests. While the Diocese of
Lafayette
represented
a
sizable land area, the population west of the Atchafalaya
River was only 25% of the
population of the Archdiocese
of New Orleans. Lafayette, its
biggest city, had well under 10,000 residents. The
new Diocese consisted of 48 church parishes and a
total of 72 priests in the area, 27 of which were
religious (Jesuits,
Josephites, etc.).
Forty years later,
the Diocese of
Lafayette
more
than tripled its
number of priests,
with 241 priests
serving Southwest
Louisiana in 1956.
Bishop Jeanmard
himself would establish around 60 new parishes in his
time as Bishop, a rate of over 1.5 new parishes a year.
Many other significant moments marked the growth
of a small rural area into a robust Diocese of Catholic activity. An early goal of Bishop Jeanmard was to
bring a cloistered Carmelite community to the

Diocese. His persistence paid off, and 18 years
after his installation, the Discalced Carmelites
established a home in the city of Lafayette in 1936.
Bishop Jeanmard saw this powerhouse of prayer
as a “lightning rod” for the Diocese. Still today, the
Carmelites continue their support and prayer for
the work of the Church in the Diocese of Lafayette.
Jeanmard’s pride and joy was St. Mary’s Home, an
orphanage located only a few blocks from the
Cathedral and the Bishop’s home. Jeanmard
worked diligently to open this home in 1923, which
would be run by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. Bishop Jeanmard was a true father
figure to the boys and girls who lived there. Every
afternoon, he would walk over to the home for
games of baseball and recreation with the children.
In time, St. Mary’s Home would care for over 1,100
children. After 52 years of operation, the orphanage was closed in 1975.
Early in his episcopacy,
Jeanmard
desired to open a
seminary in Lafayette. Jeanmard, a
native of Breaux
Bridge, was the
first
Louisiana
priest to be made a
bishop, and he
was a strong advocate for developing a Diocese of native vocations
rather than relying on priests from Europe or
Canada. In fact, Jeanmard’s very first Pastoral
Letter to the people of the Diocese of Lafayette was
on the topic of native vocations. His work to establish a seminary was initially unsuccessful for financial reasons. But on December 8, 1948, the 30th
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Archdiocese of New Orleans, to be the auxiliary
Bishop of the Diocese of Lafayette. Bishop Schexnayder would spend the
next five years as the auxiliary
bishop,
assisting
Bishop Jeanmard. In time,
Bishop Schexnayder took
on more responsibilities
and public events as
Jeanmard’s health began to
decline. Jeanmard retired
at the age of 76 in 1956,
and Schexnayder was
St. Mary’s Home
appointed
the
second
Bishop of Lafayette. The
Diocese of Lafayette looked
very different than it did
almost 40 years earlier.
The actions of Bishop Jeanmard, Bishop Schexnayder,
clergy, religious, and lay
faithful alike, marked an
incredible period of growth
within the Diocese.

anniversary of his consecration as bishop, he laid
the cornerstone for Immaculata Minor Seminary.
Bishop Jeanmard worked
to establish a place of
prayer for the lay faithful
of the Diocese of Lafayette in the form of a
retreat center. In 1938,
Jeanmard opened Our
Lady of the Oaks Retreat
Center in Grand Coteau,
which still serves the spiritual needs of men and
women through- out the
Diocese by providing
retreats. In 1942, Jeanmard oversaw the creation
of a Catholic Student
Center on the grounds of
Southwestern Louisiana
Institute (now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette). Our Lady of Wisdom
has grown into one of the
largest Catholic Student
Centers in the country and
continues to serve the
students and faculty on the
campus. Bishop Jeanmard
also oversaw the creation of
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
hospital in the city of Lafayette, which opened its doors
in 1949.
On December 11, 1950, Pope
Pius XII appointed Fr. Maurice
Schexnayder, a priest of the

Our Lady of the Oaks Retreat Center

One month after the
Diocese
of
Lafayette
celebrated 40 years since the
installation of its first bishop, the
Bishop of Rome, Pope St. John
XXIII, shocked the world when
he called for an ecumenical
council on January 25, 1959.
The Second Vatican Council
began in 1962 and guided the
Diocese of Lafayette through
the decades to come.
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All the Treasures of
Wisdom and Knowledge:

Catholic Education

The Church’s teaching function is inherent in her mission to
evangelize: to pass on the truth of Jesus Christ to all
people. The Diocese of Lafayette has a proud history of
Catholic Education which reaches back almost 100 years
before the formation of the Diocese and continues today.

Catholic education grew in southwest Louisiana through
the courageous efforts of many priests and religious. Pastors worked diligently to secure funding for religious sisters
to establish parochial schools throughout Acadiana. In
1846, four Sisters of Mount Carmel in New Orleans
traveled to Vermilionville (now Lafayette) to establish a
school for girls. It took another seventy three years to begin
a school for boys in Lafayette. Fr. Teurlings, then pastor of
the Cathedral, opened the Cathedral School in 1919. In
1982, these two schools merged to form Cathedral-Carmel
School to educate grades K-8 in Lafayette.

The first institution of Catholic Education in southwest
In Opelousas,
Louisiana
was
Catholic schoolthe Academy of
ing was started
the Sacred Heart,
by the pastor
which
began
of St. Landry
teaching
eight
in 1855 with a
young students
school for boys
in the fall of
named St. Mary’s
1821 in Grand
Academy. Soon
Coteau.
The
after, the MarianAcademy was
ites of Holy Cross
began the Acadmade possible
emy of the
by a wealthy
Immaculate
widow,
Mrs.
Conception as
Charles Smith,
a school for
who
donated
girls. In 1874,
funds and 250
the Sisters of
acres of property
Pictured above clockwise from top left: Academy of the Sacred Heart,
the Holy Family
early photo of Cathedral School, Historic marker Academy of the Sacred Heart,
along with a
established St.
Historic marker Cathedral-Carmel School.
school building.
Joseph’s School
The Religious of the Sacred Heart, who were founded in
(later called Holy Ghost School) for African-American
1800, sent two religious sisters for the purpose of teaching
students. Around 1900, St. Mary’s was dissolved and the
young women in Grand Coteau. For over 195 years, the
Academy of the Immaculate Conception became co-ed.
Academy of the Sacred Heart has taught many generaIn 1970, the Academy and Holy Ghost Schools integrated
tions of Acadiana women. It remains the second oldest
and formed Opelousas Catholic, which teaches grades K – 12.
institution of learning west of the Mississippi River in the
The Sisters of Mount Carmel were also instrumental in
United States.
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beginning Catholic education along the Bayou Teche in
New Iberia. Mount Carmel Academy opened its doors in
1870 as a school for girls. Two years later, the sisters were
able to purchase a large home along
the Bayou Teche and begin a boarding school. The nuns lived upstairs in
very simple living quarters. For some
time, the sisters also taught some
young men in New Iberia. Finally, in
1918, St. Peter’s College, a boy’s
school, was opened in town by the
Christian Brothers. The two schools
taught the boys and girls of
New Iberia separately for
around seventy years until St.
Peter’s
College
became
Catholic High of New Iberia
and began taking female
students in 1987. In 1988,
Mount Carmel closed its doors
after 118 years of education
along the banks of the Bayou
Teche. Today, Catholic High in
New Iberia continues the tradition of Catholic education
begun by the Sisters of Mount Carmel and
the Christian Brothers decades before.
In 1913, the Sisters of the Holy Family, a
religious community founded by Mother
Henriette DeLille, moved into Lafayette for
the purpose of teaching young AfricanAmerican women. Educational opportunities were severely lacking for AfricanAmericans throughout the state of Louisiana. Fr. Philip Keller worked hard to secure
funding and opportunities to establish Holy
Rosary Institute in Lafayette. With the significant financial
help of Saint Mother Katharine Drexel, a large three story

brick building was built on the property. Holy Rosary
continued to grow through the decades. In 1947, the
school admitted male students for the first time. In the late
1960s, enrollment at Holy Rosary was almost 500
students. In the 1980s however,
enrollment declined, as did the role of
religious, and in 1993, Holy Rosary
closed its doors after 80 years of
Catholic education.
Holy Rosary
provided quality Catholic education at
a time when opportunities for
African-American
students
was
severely lacking across the
region.
Today, Catholic education
remains a strong force
in Acadiana. Twenty-six
schools teach elementary
and middle school students,
while ten Catholic high
schools teach throughout the
Diocese of Lafayette from
Sacred Heart in Ville Platte
down to Hanson Memorial in
Franklin. Over the 100 years
of the Diocese of Lafayette thousands of
students have come to the knowledge of Christ,
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3) Through
Catholic education, the Diocese continues to
pass on the knowledge handed on to her and
to fulfill her mission of evangelization.
Pictures on this page from top:
Mount Carmel Academy in New Iberia,
Monsignor William Joseph Teurlings,
Saint Katharine Drexel, Mother Henriette Delille.
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God is Made Glorious
in His Saints:

Saints in Acadiana

was named after her recently deceased brother-in-law
named Edward. Once the Diocese of Lafayette was
created, Bishop Jeanmard was quick to ask Mother Drexel
for financial help to enact his vision of outreach to the
African American community. Drexel’s first trip to Lafayette
was in 1923 when Bishop Jeanmard gave her a personal
tour to emphasize the work that needed to be done. In
time, Mother Drexel would establish 24 rural schools for
African-Americans in the Diocese, all at her own expense.
She was also instrumental in the founding of several
parishes throughout Acadiana and
with bringing many
Blessed Sacrament
Sisters
to
the
Diocese as well. At
the time of her
death in 1955, the
Diocese of Lafayette was receiving
around $20,000 a
year from her in
support of African
American schools
and parishes.

Of all the holy men and women who have stepped foot in
the Diocese of Lafayette, there is one Saint of the Church
whose influence and lasting effect on the Diocese is
unparalleled. Bishop Edward O’Donnell called her “the
patron saint of the Lafayette Diocese.” That woman is
Mother Katherine
Drexel, who was
declared a Saint of
the Church by
Pope St. John Paul
II in October 2000.
Drexel inherited an
incredible sum of
money from her
father and in 1887
a young Katharine
received a private
audience
with
Pope Leo XIII in
Rome. It was there
that she asked the
Holy Father to
The only other
Pictured above left to right:
send missionaries
canonized Saint to
Saint Katharine Drexel, Saint Mother Teresa.
to
the
Native
step foot in AcadiAmericans. Pope Leo responded, “Why not, my child,
ana was Saint Mother Teresa, who came to visit Lafayette
yourself become a missionary?”
in July of 1986. Her visit was to establish a home for four
of her Missionaries of Charity to live and work among the
This question led Katharine to dedicate her life in service to
poor in Lafayette. But her visit also served as a spiritual
the needs of African Americans and Native Americans. At
boost to the Diocese in the midst of the scandals of the
the prompting of her spiritual director, she founded a
1980s. She held a gigantic rally in the Cajundome, which
religious community named the Sisters of the Blessed
was filled with a capacity crowd of over 15,000. Mother
Sacrament in 1891. In 1917, Drexel first became involved
Teresa’s connection to Fr. Joseph Brennan led her to
in what would become the Diocese of Lafayette when she
spend some time in prayer at St. Genevieve Church, where
donated over $10,000 for the creation of a Church and
a mural of Mother Teresa now recognizes this Saint’s visit
School for African Americans in New Iberia. The parish
to Acadiana.
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battle with acute Lymphatic Leukemia. In the summer
of 1959, as she was admitted to Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital, she received counsel from Fr. Joseph Brennan, who spoke to her about the power of offering her
suffering for others. The young Charlene accepted this
idea with incredible joy, and spent her dying days offering up her suffering for the others who were suffering
at the hospital and elsewhere. Before she died on
August 11, she promised that she would continue praying for others. The
witness of her
heroic virtue in
the midst of great
suffering
was
remarkable. Many
For his bravery
people began to
in the battle that
make pilgrimages
ensued, he was
to her gravesite
awarded
the
in Richard, LouisiDistinguished
ana and a number
Service
Cross,
of people have
the Bronze Star,
attested to her
and the Purple
intercession
on
Heart. Captured
behalf of those
with many others,
who are ill. Annually,
he became a
a large Mass is
Prisoner of War
Pictured above left to right:
celebrated at St.
and lived in many
Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur, Charlene Richard.
Edward Church in
Japanese POW
Richard
on
the
anniversary
of
her
death.
camps for over two years. On September 7, 1944, Fr.
Lafleur gave his life as his POW transport ship was
attacked by Americans. He was last seen helping other
servicemen evacuate the ship as it was sinking. His
witness of priestly zeal, courage, and sacrifice have left a
strong impression upon those with whom he served and
upon the people of Acadiana. Annually, a Mass is
celebrated in his honor on September 7, at St. Landry
Church in Opelousas.
Two local “saints” have arisen through the first 100 years of
the Diocese. The first is Fr. Joseph Verbis Lafleur. Fr.
Lafleur was born in Ville Platte and moved to Opelousas
as a young man. He entered seminary at the age of 15,
and after his studies he was ordained a Priest for the
Diocese of Lafayette on April 2, 1938. His first assignment
was as the associate pastor at St. Mary Magdalen in
Abbeville. In the summer of 1941, he joined the Army as
World War II was raging around the world. He arrived in the
Philippines just a
few weeks before it
was attacked on
December 8, 1941.

Our “little Cajun Saint” is the well-known Charlene Richard.
A young woman of only 12 years old who died after a quick
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Joy and Hope:

The Church of Acadiana
in the Modern World

ance: “Your role [is] to show prompt obedience to
the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit and to
do your utmost to answer the needs and expectations of every nation on earth. To do this you will
need serenity of mind, a spirit of brotherly concord,
moderation in your proposals, dignity in discussion,
and wisdom in deliberation. God grant that your
zeal and your labors may abundantly fulfill these
aspirations. The eyes of the world are upon you;
and all its hopes.”

“For the first time, the Church of Lafayette, as
a distinct entity, will join with the other Churches
of the Catholic world in solemn and important
deliberations and decisions which we fervently
hope and pray will bring about the great renewal so
much desired by
our Holy Father
and so necessary for our era.”
These words of
Bishop Maurice
Schexnayder
were read in
all the Churches
in the Diocese of
Lafayette
on
October 14, 1962
as the Bishop
was in Rome for
the start of the
Second Vatican
Pictured above left to right:
Council.

The Second Vatican
Council met over
the course of four
years from 19621965. The Council consisted of
four sessions, each
lasting a few months
during
autumn.
The Bishops of the
world were invited
to participate and
were given votes
throughout
the
process as the
Council set forth
Bishop Maurice Schexnayder, Pope John XXIII
its agenda and,
Pope St. John XXIII shocked the world in January
in time, began producing documents to help the
1959 when he called for an ecumenical council.
Church see herself in the modern world. Bishops
Since the Council of Trent, which was called to
who attended the Council were called “Council
respond to the Protestant Reformation in the midFathers” because of their role. Bishop Schexnay1500s, there had only been one ecumenical counder attended three of the four sessions, missing
cil. It was clear from the beginning that this Council
only Session Two in the fall of 1963. Schexnayder
would be the largest the Church had ever seen,
was well suited for this time in Rome, as he had
with well over 2,000 participating bishops. After
studied in Rome to finish his theological preparation
almost four years of preparation, the first session of
during his time in seminary.
the Second Vatican Council began on October 11,
1962. In his opening address, Pope St. John XXIII
After the Council concluded in December of 1965,
encouraged the thousands of bishops in attendBishop Schexnayder returned to Lafayette and
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promptly began writing to his flock about the importance of the Council documents. Schexnayder
asked that a series of homilies be preached at
every church in the Diocese beginning the first
Sunday in Lent 1966. In his first letter to the Diocese of Lafayette after the Council on January 24,
1966, Bishop Schexnayder outlines the goals of the
Council.

with new vitality the divine mission of the Church; to
bring God’s truth more effectively to all men, and to
do so with love and charity, with understanding and
in the spirit of service.”

The Second Vatican Council would push
the Catholic Church ever more into her role
of evangelizing and serving as a light to the
nations.
Amidst the joys and sorrows
“The primary
of the world,
purpose of the
the
Church
Council
was
declared her
that the Church
fidelity to the
examine Hermission
of
self, Her fidelJesus Christ.
ity to the misBishop Schexsion given Her
nayder worked
by Her Divine
to implement
Founder and
the Council in
to make Her
the Diocese of
mission more
Lafayette until
effective in the
his retirement
The
Second
Vatican
Council
world.
in 1972 after
serving as the
We must speak the language of Christ in words that
Bishop of Lafayette for over 16 years. Today, over
modern man can understand and that will recall to
50 years after the conclusion of the Second Vatican
his mind his divine vocation. Hence it is that 11 of
Council, the Church is grateful to the vision of the
the 16 Conciliar documents are directed to the
Council Fathers and our Holy Fathers who have
renewal of the Church Herself and to the more
helped us interpret the Council and put its teacheffective fulfillment of Her mission to preach the
ings into practice.
Gospel to every creature. …The second purpose of
the Council, important but secondary in nature, was
to strive for Christian unity. …Thirdly, the Council
strove to address itself and the Church to all men,
even to those without any faith.”
His letter to the people of the Diocese of Lafayette
continues: “In summary, then, what can we say was
the spirit and purpose of the Council? It was the
purpose of the Council to honor God, to rediscover
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“The Spirit Blows Where He Wills”:

Movements in the
Church

Over the first 100 years of the Diocese of Lafayette,
the faith has been spread in churches and homes
through the dedication of so many faithful mothers,
fathers, priests, and religious. In this time, ecclesial
movements have fed the faithful through different
spiritual practices and charisms. While parish life
has
remained
the
center of the Church’s
ministry, these movements have met the
needs of the laity
through prayer, service,
and community.

Theology, and Service. These movements each
continue to breathe the life of the Spirit into the faithful
of the Diocese of Lafayette.

Other movements have focused on service and
fraternity. The Knights of Columbus began in 1882
as an organization for men to serve together
and support one another. The first council in
the Diocese of Lafayette came to St. Landry
in Opelousas when Council No. 1173 was created.
The most recent new
council belongs to the
Hispanic Community
at St. Jules in Lafayette, their council
number of 15477
reflects
the
great
growth of the Knights
Retreat
movements
throughout the country
have led thousands
and the world. The
to an encounter with
Catholic Daughters of
Christ that truly transthe Americas began in
forms
their
lives.
1903.
Many courts
Our Lady of the Oaks Jesuit Retreat Center in Grand Coteau
Retreats at Our Lady of
have been established
the Oaks in the Jesuit tradition have inspired the
throughout Acadiana with the aim of unity and charfaithful of the Diocese since its creation in 1938. Perity. The Knights of Peter Claver began in Mobile,
haps no retreat movement has been as influential as
Alabama in 1911 as a community for Africanthe Cursillo, which came to the Diocese of Lafayette
American Catholic men. It quickly spread to the
in 1964. This three-day "course" at the retreat center
Diocese of Lafayette, and in 1922 the first Ladies
in Prairie Rhonde has lead thousands of lay CathoAuxiliary of the Knights of Peter Claver in the country
lics into a deepening of their relationship with Christ
was constituted in Opelousas. Apart from shaping
and His Church. More recently, ACTS retreats have
the spiritual life of their members, these groups of
begun to spread at different church parishes
men and women have offered incredible service to
throughout the Diocese. ACTS is a four-day parishthe community throughout the one hundred years of
based retreat focused on Adoration, Community,
the Diocese.
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The Catholic Charismatic Renewal was sparked in
participating and in keeping them coming back for
1967 through a common experience of the power of
more. The goal of Come, Lord Jesus is to allow
the Holy Spirit in the lives of Catholics. As this
participants to encounter the Word of God, meditate
renewal in the Spirit grew rapidly, Pope Paul VI
on it, and be transformed by it. Through the
acknowledged the movement in 1971, and shortly
program, members come to see and cherish the
after that, Bishop Frey opened the Office of the
spiritual treasures of the Catholic Church. The
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Diocese of
structure uses small faith communities much like in
Lafayette. In Acadiana, the Renewal has brought
the early Church. Today there are over 220 active
many to a deeper appreciation of the gifts of the
adult groups in Acadiana, totaling over two thousand
Spirit through prayer groups, conferences, healing
members.
services,
retreats,
Lay movements have
workshops, as well
grown in diversity
as seminars. Today,
and in number over
the
Charismatic
these last hundred
Renewal continues
years. From the
to transform the life of
countless number of
the faithful with the
rosary groups, to the
power of the Holy
dedicated Theresian
Spirit, and it remains
groups, and newly
a source of evangeliintroduced Domestic
zation and healing for
Church circles, the
Knights of Columbus at St. Mary Magdalen Church in Abbeville,
the Church.
faithful in the Diocese
Father Conley Bertrand, St. Peter Claver stained glass image.
of Lafayette continue
Another important movement among the faithful of
to allow the Spirit to direct them towards an
the Diocese of Lafayette began as a mere experiauthentic relationship with Christ and His Church.
ment and has grown to an international movement
of prayer and scripture study. Come, Lord Jesus
started through the work of Fr. Conley Bertrand, a
priest of the Diocese of Lafayette who was serving
as an associate pastor in Youngsville in the early
1960s. There, he sought to develop a method for
small groups to pray and meditate with the Sacred
Scriptures. In time, Father Bertrand created a
12-step program to guide meetings which he found
to be successful in feeding the spiritual life of those

